
IMPORTANT UPDATE 

 

Dear Parishioners,  

 

We are excited to welcome back our family! As we prepare to gradually welcome back our 

community in Phase 2 of our reopening, I ask for your patience and understanding as we adapt 

to a new “normal”. Your health and safety is our top priority. In the meantime, please take note 

of the following protocols: 

SUNDAY MASS OBLIGATION 

The obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days remains suspended in the Diocese of 

Raleigh during the COVID-19 pandemic. We encourage those who are most vulnerable and at 

risk to STAY HOME. We will continue to live stream our Masses in the best way we can. 

Those who are symptomatic or who have been exposed to another with the virus within 14 days 

are not permitted to enter the church, in accordance with health directives. Please DO NOT 

come to Mass. 
 

Everyone coming to Mass will be subject to a temperature screen before entering the church. 

 

CHURCH CAPACITY 

For the time-being, we will be only filling the Church to a maximum of 25% capacity, 

observing proper social distancing of 6 feet apart and every other pew; for us, this translates to 

no more than 110 individuals per mass -but fewer might only be possible based on social 

distance seating. If we reach the allowed capacity at any Mass, please be understanding if the 

usher informs you that we cannot take any more into the church.  

You may watch on Facebook the live streaming of Masses (only on Sunday 10 AM in English & 

12 PM in Spanish) from your smartphones outside the church (there is no accessible Wifi).  

An outside audio will be broadcast outside the church for those who are not comfortable to 

enter the church building (available only on weekend masses). 

 

DONATIONS: 

 

We are accepting donations such as disinfectant wipes, lysol, Ethyl alcohol (75% or higher), 

hand sanitizer, masks, etc. All donations should be new and in original packaging. Please 

bring them to the church on weekend masses. Thank you! 

 

WHAT WILL THIS REOPENING LOOK LIKE…?  

 

Masks: 

 

Face coverings/masks are required while inside the church building. 



Safe Space: Social Distancing 

 

Everyone coming to Mass must enter through the front doors (principal doors) and exit in the 

side doors. Exit must be done per pew to observe social distancing. (Back section first) 

 

Please follow the instructions of the ushers. 

 

Families living in the same house may sit together in the same pew and are not required to 

social distance. 

 

Holy Communion: 

 

Holy Communion will be received in the hand ONLY. When receiving in the hand, the 

communicant should be guided by the words of St. Cyril of Jerusalem: ‘When you approach, 

take care not to do so with your hand stretched out and your fingers open or apart, but rather 

place your left hand as a throne beneath your right, as befits one who is about to receive the 

King. Then receive him, take care that nothing is lost.’” 

 

Holy Communion will be brought to the faithful both inside the church and those attending 

outside. PLEASE DO NOT MOVE FROM YOUR SEAT.   

 

 

Offertory: 

 

Stationary collection baskets are placed near the baptismal font. If you are bringing your 

offering with you, place it in the baskets before or after Mass. Individuals are encouraged to 

donate online if possible. 

 

Music/Hymnal: 

 

Due to concerns that congregational singing requires increased volumes of projected air and 

particulates, please refrain from singing at Masses for the time being. Please use these times for 

continued meditation and prayer. 

 

Only a cantor and an instrumentalist will be utilized for limited liturgical singing at the present 

time.  

 

Hymnals and other liturgical aids will not be available. 

 

Sanitizing the Church: 

 

We respectfully ask you to exit the church as soon as Mass has concluded to allow for the 

church to be disinfected before the next Mass. 

 

Restrooms will be available ONLY for emergencies. 



Socializing may take place in the parking lot after Mass, but please remember to maintain 

social distancing guidelines. 

 

Stay Connected: (click below) 
 

Follow us on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/STEcatholic/) 

Parish Website: (https://www.catholicste.org/) 
 

It is very encouraging to experience your desire to return to church and I thank you for this 

living sign of faith. No matter how limited we may be at this time, we are united as the Body of 

Christ and, as that Body, our respect and love for each other is what marks us as His followers. 

May these difficult days continue to unite us. May we continue to pray for all those so 

adversely affected by the coronavirus as well as for all those who have lost their lives. May our 

cooperation continue to bring about an end to this pandemic. We will continue to keep you 

updated of any changes that are made. 

 

Please know of my continued prayers and remembrance at Mass for each of you and your 

families.  

 

With Love,  

 

Fr. Archie M. Tacay, CICM 

 
 

While our parish staffs/volunteers will attempt to take appropriate precautions consistent with the 

advice of public health authorities, parishioners and guests should understand that they assume the 

risk of contracting COVID-19 any time they enter a public space since such precautions do not 

eliminate the risk of infection. 
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Guidelines for Specific Roles 

ALTAR SERVERS 

Altar servers need to maintain social distancing and wear mask when serving. 

MUSIC 

No choir for now and for more info please contact Jennifer Herbert 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 

Extraordinary Ministers of the Holy Communion (EMHC) must wear masks during the distribution of 

Communion. They must sanitize their hands immediately prior to and after administering Holy 

Communion. 

LECTORS 

Lectors should wear a mask and try not to touch the ambo or microphone, if possible. 

SACRISTAN 

Sacracistan must practice wearing mask when preparing the vesesels.  

At the conclusion of Mass, sacristan should wash the sacred vessels with water and soap and dry them 

before the next Mass begins. 

USHERS 

1. Some ushers, because of age or high risk, should reconsider serving at this time. 

 

2. Ushers will be trained in the proper application of these guidelines, the seating plan for the church, 

and the plan for parishioners entering and leaving the church. 

 

3. Ushers must wear masks throughout the celebration of the Mass. 

 

4. Ushers should count those entering the church; once the seating capacity has been reached, ushers 

will direct people to an overflow area, if available. 

 

5. Ushers are to ensure that individuals are seated six feet apart from each other, unless they belong to a 

family unit, or are part of the same household. Individuals must maintain the six-foot distance from 

others not part of their family unit/household. 

 

6. Ushers assist in controlling the dismissal of parishioners in a manner that allows for social 

distancing. 

 

7. Ushers will monitor collection baskets as people exit and deposit their donation. 


